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so natural and sufficient an explanation, that why the outcry should be supposed devotional, I must confess myself unable to see. Once more, Dr Hooker states that the Khasias, an Indian tribe, had no religion. Colonel Yule, on the contrary, says that they have; but he admits that breaking hens7 eggs is ' the principal part of their religious practice/ But if most travellers have expected to find a religion everywhere, and have been convinced, almost against their will, that the reverse is the case, it is quite possible that there may have been others who have too hastily denied the existence of a religion among the tribes they visited. However this may be, those who assert that even the lowest savages believe in a Supreme Deity, affirm that which is directly contrary to the evidence. The direct testimony of travellers on this point is indirectly corroborated by their other statements. How, for instance, can a people who are unable to count their own ringers, possibly raise their mind so far as to admit even the rudiments of a religion ?"
On this paragraph I have to make the following remarks. Father Dobritzhoffer went out to the Abipones, expecting to find among them a knowledge of God, and not finding even a word to designate God, he concluded that they had no religion. He expected, that is to say, far too much ; and not finding it, he concluded that there